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familiar with Greek art, did exist In Bactna, for the coins of
early rulers afford evidence of this. The coins struck by
Euthydemus, Demetrius and Eukratides may be taken as ex-
amples (vide Gardner, "Catalogue of Coins of Greek and
Scythic Kings"). The art upon these is not only after the
Greek manner, but they have also Greek inscriptions and
Greek deities represented upon them. The theory suggests
itself that If the Greeks came to that region capable of produc-
ing coins, there might also have been others who were architects
or builders as well as sculptors. This Bactrian Dynasty is
supposed to have continued for a century and a half, when
it was swept away by a Scythian or a Mongol horde,
known as the Yue-chl; but a hundred and fifty years would be
quite sufficient for the Introduction of .new forrns, in architec-
ture and sculpture, as well as for establishing them as a
permanent style. Being once established, the supposition is,
that the style in course of time found Its way into Afghanis-
tan. We have authentic evidence of the celebrity in which
Bactrian architecture had been held at an early period from
the Chinese pilgrim, Hiouen Tsang, when in the south of
India, at a place supposed to be Amanivati, he describes a
monastery as follows : "un ancien rol de ce royaume Pavait
coiistruit en 1'honneur du Buddha et y avait deploye toute..'la-
magnificence des palais de Ta-hla (de la Bactrlane)" (VIeet
Voyages de Hiouen Thsang par Julien Burnouf). Although
the passage does not indicate In the slightest, what the style
was, yet it is clear that the architecture of Bactria was known
as far as South India for its "magnificence."

In these views on the subject, the Greek origin Is assumed,
but later on doubts arose and for sometime past the question
had been : Is the influence Greek or Roman ? Dr. Fergusson
said, "Among Indian antiquaries, there are two different yiews
as to the age of sculptures found In or near the valleys of the
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